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Name Breaking the Silk Dress Cryptogram - video

Description A 17-minute video graphic novel of the solution to the Silk Dress cryptogram. [Note: If the
video doesn't start playing automatically, move your mouse over the black window and click
on it to start the video.]
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Name Breaking the Silk Dress Cryptogram - journal article

Description Link to the preprint. Final version published in [*Cryptologia*]
(https://doi.org/10.1080/01611194.2023.2223562) (Aug. 6, 2023). In 2013, an archeological
curator bought a Victorian-era silk bustle dress from an antique mall in Maine. When the
curator, Sara Rivers-Cofield, examined the dress, she found a hidden pocket that contained
mysterious handwritten messages that appeared to be some sort of code. Since then,
codebreakers have tried to solve the messages without success. The so-called "Silk Dress
cryptogram" became one of the top 50 unsolved codes and ciphers in the world...
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Description Video of Sara Rivers Cofield showing the silk bustle dress.

Format HTML

Resource
Category

web_services

URL https://ciphermysteries.com/2017/05/21/silk-dress-cipher

Name Cipher Mysteries blog

Description [Blog post about Silk Dress cryptogram](https://ciphermysteries.com/2017/05/21/silk-dress-
cipher) on cryptologist Nick Pelling's Cipher Mysteries website.
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Name Unsolved Codes Talk

Description Discussion of the Silk Dress cryptogram by cryptologists Klaus Schmeh and Elonka Dunin, as
part of a virtual presentation titled "More Famous and Not-So-Famous Unsolved Codes",
hosted by the National Museum of Computing at Bletchley Park, UK (April 18, 2021).
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Description December 14, 2023 — Sometimes a dress is just a dress. In this story, a dress becomes a
kind of time travel portal, where we get to return very briefly to the Industrial Revolution and
learn about the history of weather forecasting on the frontiers of North America in the 1800s.
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Description A secret code hidden in the pocket of a 19th century silk dress was one of the world’s
unsolved mysteries. A researcher from Manitoba figured it out
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Description Within a secret pocket of a brown silk dress, paper notes containing messages written in
code were discovered after being hidden for more than 100 years.
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Description For a decade, codebreakers have tried—and failed—to solve the case of the crumpled paper
that was found stuffed in a secret pocket under the bustle and inside the seams of a silk
dress from the 1880s. Over the years, the mystery even earned its own moniker: The Silk
Dress Cryptogram. Now, we have some answers—and they come from unlikely sources: the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and a data analyst at the
University of Manitoba.
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